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December 2014 

Merry Christmas 

We are closing at 1pm on 23rd December 
(not 3pm as advertised in November’s 
newsletter) and will reopen at 8am on 

Wednesday 7th January 2015. 

We are all looking forward to our office move in 
early February to 110 Dixon Street, Masterton. 

Wishing you all a safe, Merry Christmas and the 
best for 2015. 

Leanne, Becks & the 
team at SOSA  

 

 

 

 

 

Party party party 
 

Are you planning a Christmas function for special clients 
and/or suppliers and business contacts?  Be aware that 

this will come under the entertainment regime for 
purposes of tax deductibility. Any expenditure on food and 

drink that your business provides off your business 

premises will be 50% deductible. This extends to any 
incidental expenditure on things like hireage of crockery, 

glassware or utensils, waiting staff, and music or other 
entertainment provided for the function you're planning. 

If you're thinking of a more public event to promote the 

business during the festive season, expenditure on food, 
drink and all the necessary incidentals could be fully 

deductible. However, be aware that the event can't cater 

for your VIPs alone. It must be open to the public on the 
same footing as clients or business contacts. Its primary 

purpose must be as a marketing event for the business. 

If you're planning an event and you're not sure which tax 
regime it will fall under, please contact us for information. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

Who is your important customer? 

A couple in their 30s visited a car franchise dealer and were greeted by a salesman 
who asked: “How much were you thinking of spending?”  

About $80,000, they replied. 
A few moments later the salesman’s cellphone rang. “Excuse me,” he said. “May 

I just take this call?”  
After a short time the couple became fed up with waiting and left. The salesman 

was surprised.  

Who is your most important customer? Answer: The person right in front of you. 
Do you ask your most important customer to wait while you take a call?  

You bet you don’t, particularly if you're trying to sell an $80,000 car. 
In any business, if you have interested buyers, don’t accept avoidable 

interruptions. It’s discourteous. Look after the customers who count. 

 

 

MYOB – Clever new developments 

MYOB Essentials 

MYOB has an online accounting solution called MYOB Essentials. It is designed 
for sole traders and smaller businesses that want to do their own accounts. 

MYOB Essentials is an easy to use solution for managing sales and expenses, 
paying employees and tracking GST.  

New to MYOB Essentials is the ability to store your bills and supplier invoices 

electronically within the cloud based software and link them to a supplier. This 
clever programme can even read parts of your invoices so will save time on 

data entry as well! 

This clever technology is coming soon to MYOB AccountRight products. 

MYOB on the go  

The new app for MYOB AccountRight and Essentials subscribers that lets you 
take care of business on the go. 

Allowing you to invoice, manage your contacts and see who owes you money, 
plus see who you owe money to, all on your smart device.  

Your accounting software is automatically updated with any changes you make 

on your smart device. 

See www.myob.co.nz or call us for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

IRD don’ts 

Here’s a couple of don’ts when 

dealing with IRD. 

DON’T try to bend the rules. The 
boundaries might seem vague to 

you. We’re likely to have a better 
idea of what you can and can’t do, 

so consult us. For example, don’t 

try putting down a new pair of 
spectacles as a general expense of 

the business. Though you might 
think they are needed to work, the 

cost is personal. Similarly, if you’re 
employing staff and would prefer 

they were contractors, make sure 

IRD would agree with you. Ask us.  

DON’T discuss your problems with 

IRD. The department is not bound 
by the advice its staff give. You 

might be dealing with an 

inexperienced person and get the 
wrong answer. It happens. IRD 

would say “If you get the wrong 
advice it’s your fault. We are not 

here to give tax advice. Relying on 
IRD advice can protect you from 

use of money interest, but if it is 

verbal you will not be able to prove 
what was said. 

  

 

http://www.myob.co.nz/


 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven tips for email senders 
 

 

Here are seven tips which will help email readability. 

1. Keep emails concise. Think about the message you want to convey, and do it 

in as few words as possible. Long emails don't get read. 

2. Draw attention with the subject line. Like a headline in a newspaper it should 

entice the reader to look for more details.  

3. Avoid attachments – they should only be what someone requests. Never try 
to convey a message with an attachment. Opening an attachment is an extra 

step readers are unlikely to take. Say what you want to say in the body of the 
email. 

4. Check the text. Proof read before you hit the send button. Spelling mistakes 

and 'text-speak' are unprofessional. 

5. Double-check forwarded messages. Beware forwarding a message with a 
thread deep down in the email that might have been sent to you in confidence. 

6. Never assume privacy. Assume that your email will be read by others; after 

all you have no control over what happens to your email once you send it. So 
be courteous and respectful. 

7. Take a breath. Never send an email in anger. If you receive an annoying 

email, never respond immediately. Put the email aside and reply when you are 
calmer. Consider always leaving those difficult emails until next day. You’ll be 

more rational. 

 

Statutory records 
 

If you run your business through 
a company, keeping good 
statutory records to comply with 
the Companies Act 2013 is 
important.  

When we give you minutes to 
sign, please get them signed 
quickly. Changing directors, 
shareholders etc is not a DIY job. 
There are both tax and company 
law implications.  

Please ask us. 

 

 

   

 

IRD Information 

Did you know we have secure 
access to IRD information online? 

If you have any queries about 
returns, refunds or payments we 
can look these up and advise the 
status. Calling us first will save 
you a lot of time. 

 

Delay that email and save embarrassment 

How often have you just hit the email send button and realised you forgot an 
attachment or, worse still, sent it to the wrong person? 

You can delay the sending of emails for a few minutes in Outlook Rules, so if you 
have second thoughts about the email, it can be deleted or amended. Here's how. 

Go to Outlook Rules then select in this sequence:  

 Start from a Blank Rule 

 Apply Rule on Messages I send – Next 

 On this machine only – Next 

 Defer delivery by a number of minutes. 

 Then choose the number of minutes. 

 Close. 

 

CAE tax rate - reminder 
 

If you are a farmer and employ 
seasonal or day to day workers 

for things like docking or 
shearing you will have come 

across the CAE (Casual 
Agricultural Worker) tax rate. 

A reminder that this tax rate 
has dropped to 18.95% - 

previously 19.2%. 

 

 

   

 



 
 

  

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Team DDI’s and extensions 
Leanne  extn 714  

or 370 0911 
Becks  extn 715  

or 370 0912 
Southey Team 
Fiona C extn 710  

or 370 0914 
Carissa  extn 723 
Wendy  extn 719 
Donna  extn 704 
Sayer Team 
Kirsty  extn 724  

or 370 0916 
Emma   extn 708 
Fiona M extn 716 
Reception 
Christine extn 700 
Practice Manager 
Rebecca C extn 718  

 

Office News 
 

 

An Important Message 
While every effort has been made to provide valuable, useful information in this publication, this firm and any related suppliers or associated companies accept no 
responsibility or any form of liability from reliance upon or use of its contents.  Any suggestions should be considered carefully within your own particular 
circumstances, as they are intended as general information only. 

Timely Reminders 
 

7 Jan Terminal Tax Taxpayers (where we prepare tax returns) on a 
December balance date 

FBT Close companies paying FBT on an income year 
basis (where we prepare tax returns) with a 
December balance date 

15 Jan Provisional tax Standard provisional taxpayers on March, November 
and July balance dates 
GST ratio method taxpayers on January, March, 
May, July, September, and November balance dates 
6 monthly GST taxpayers on May and November 
balance dates  

GST return and 
payment for period 
ended 30 November 

Taxpayers filing GST on a monthly basis AND 
taxpayers (with March, May, July, September, 
November and January balance dates) filing on a 2 
monthly basis 

20 Jan FBT Third quarter return (for the three month period 
ended December) 

28 Jan Provisional tax GST ratio method taxpayers on February, April, 
June, August, October, and December balance dates 

6 monthly GST taxpayers on June and December 
balance dates 

GST return and 
payment for period 
ended 31 December 

Taxpayers filing GST on a monthly basis AND 
taxpayers (with February, April, June, August, 
October and December balance dates) filing on a 
two monthly basis 

9 Feb  
(7th falls on 
a weekend) 

Terminal Tax Taxpayers (where we prepare tax returns) with a 
January balance date or you have no extension of 
time 

 FBT Close companies paying FBT on an income year 
basis (where we prepare tax returns) with a January 
balance date. 

Terminal Student 

Loan Repayment 

For those (where we prepare tax returns) with a 

January balance date 
 

Note: these dates apply to those clients for whom we prepare tax returns. Different dates will apply 
for those clients for whom we don't prepare returns. Please ask us if you'd like more information. 

 

 

Emma’s getting 
married! 

On the 9th January 2015 Emma 
will marry her fiancé Fred 

McKinstry.  
We wish Emma all the best for 

her wedding day and look 
forward to her return to work 
on the 20th January as Mrs. 

McKinstry. 
 

 

Christmas countdown 

As you are aware December and January are short months with our 
office being closed for two weeks.  

Please make sure any information we ask you to provide is done so 
within the time frames we request at this busy time of year. Especially if 

we file your PAYE, GST or FBT on your behalf.  

This way we can get your returns filed well on time and you can use the 
Christmas and New Year period for relaxing with friends and family – not 

trying to organize IRD return information! 

Cut out our contact 
details and put them 
somewhere handy for 
when you need them. 

 


